
Kierbeck Safety Trailers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Introduction 
 
Kierbeck Safety Trailers have been designed to 
prevent falls from trailers when loading and 
unloading reinforcement products. 
 
After evolutionary in-house design and trialling, 
the system incorporates a quick-fit arrangement of 
high visibility vertical posts and horizontal clip-on 
guardrails, which are safely secured within the 
perimeter of the trailer bed. 
 
Since introduction of the very first Safety Trailer in 
2007, Kierbeck customers have increasingly 
specified this type of trailer for deliveries of steel 
reinforcement. To date, Kierbeck has modified a 
total of 30 trailers with the improved safety 
features. This initiative amply demonstrates 
YƛŜǊōŜŎƪΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ - 
whilst also assisting its customers to meet theirs. 
 
This simple idea has been effective in reducing the 
risk of working at height at all stages - from 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ YƛŜǊōŜŎƪΩǎ ƻǿƴ 
factories, through to the more risk-inherent 
unloading operations at site level. 

Background 
 
The release of significant safety data, 
targeted improvements required by the HSE, 
together with KierōŜŎƪΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
towards continual safety improvement have 
been main drivers for development of the 
Kierbeck Safety Trailer. 
 
Cŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ōȅ ǊƻŀŘΩ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ 
299 major injuries in 2006/7, including 1 
fatality. Alarmingly, over two thirds of these 
major injuries were caused by falls from 
vehicles. 
 
The Work at Height Regulations 2005 
requires employers to do everything 
reasonably practicable to prevent anyone 
falling, and in October 2007 the HSE started 
a specific campaign to reduce injuries caused 
by falls from vehicles. 
 
Leading up to this safety initiative, Kierbeck 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŜ-ǎƭǳƴƎΩ 
loads. As well as making site unloading 
operations quick and efficient, pre-slung 
loads also minimise the need for slingers, 
drivers and other site personnel to climb 
across sometimes precarious bundles of 
steel - risking injury from slips and falls. 
 
However, recognising that some need for 
personnel to work on trailers is unavoidable, 
guarded Kierbeck Safety Trailers also form 
an ideal complement to the pre-slung load 
concept. 
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Kierbeck Safety Trailer Benefits 
 
Minimised injury risk to all personnel involved - from 
factory loading and road transportation, through to 
site unloading of steel reinforcement. 
 
Removal of customer need to make time-consuming 
and expensive site preparations for fall-protection 
measures, e.g. premium space-taking air bags. 
 
Easy replication for all future trailers as the Kierbeck 
fleet is expanded and replaced. 
 
YƛŜǊōŜŎƪ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇed maintain 
YƛŜǊōŜŎƪΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ - the 
trailers now being routinely specified by a number of 
key industry customers, e.g. Atlantic, Bachy 
Soletanche, Barratt, Byrne Bros, John Doyle 
Construction, Getjar, Knight Build, Morgan Est, 
Mitchellson Formwork, and PC Harrington. 
 
Highly visible to main contractors and developers 
alike, the brightly coloured Kierbeck Safety Trailers, 
towed by a liveried fleet of modern Volvo tractor 
units (operated by Dager Transport), represent a 
genuine commitment towards improving safety, 
whilst helping to further enhance the image of the 
reinforced concrete sector. 

  

Safe Box Stillage 
System 
 

Typically used in 
conjunction with 
Kierbeck 1 tonne 
polypropylene 
bags (for delivery 
of small links), 
each Safe Box is 
tested and rated 
to a safe working 
 

Pre-slung loading 
system 
 

Bundles of cut 
and bent, and 
prefabricated 
elements such as 
piling cages can 
be pre-slung to 
reduce the need 
for climbing onto 
the backs of 
trailers. The slings 
are 'single use 
rather than single  

To complement the Kierbeck Safety Rail System and to address the 
problem of cost-effective, safe handling of bundles and small items, 
Kierbeck offers two other significant options: 
 
Typically used in conjunction with Kierbeck polypropylene bags, 
each Safe Box is tested and rated to a safe working load of 1,000 kg. 
 

load of 1,000 kg for safe lifting overhead. 

removed from the bundle to which originally attached, the same 
slings can be used for subsequent re-siting of the same bundle. 
 
 
 

liftΩ, which means that as long as the slings are not  
 


